
 
 

CONCORD AidWatch Report 2021 
Call for consultant: writer(s) 

March 2020 
Introduction 
In the framework of the preparation of the AidWatch Report 2021, CONCORD Europe, the              
European Confederation of Development and Relief NGOs, is launching a call for external             
consultants. Each year, CONCORD publishes the annual AidWatch Report on the quantity            
and quality of European ODA. It is launched in Brussels and EU Member States and used to                 
inform coordinated EU lobby work to influence policy makers and hold governments to             
account on their aid pledges. 
 

Timeline 

The work should be carried out between end-April 2021 and September 2021, when a final               
draft of the report should be presented. 
 

Job description 
The main tasks of the work would consist in: 

● Developing a concept note for the AidWatch Report 2021; developing a           
questionnaire for quantitative and qualitative data collection from CONCORD’s         
National Platforms (task to be done with the support of a statistician (consultant)             
and in consultation with FFSD Policy group and the AW National Platforms focal             
points); delivering thematic webinars for quantitative and qualitative data collection          
from CONCORD’s members. 

● Based on the analysis of the OECD DAC figures (which will be produced by the               
statistician (consultant)), conducting desk research, interviews and focal groups with          
CONCORD and other EU aid experts on a structured basis (questionnaire, webinars)            
to draft an overview chapter outlining EU ODA trends with the main quantitative and              
qualitative findings including graphs and tables (4 Es section), an evaluation of the             
final outcome of the EU MFF committed to external action reached at the end of               
2020 (thematic section) and incorporating comments from the consultation process. 

● Drafting the European Commission country page, incorporating comments from the          
consultation process and editing the country pages (drafted by CONCORD National           
Platforms). 

● Regular participation in teleconferences of the CONCORD FFSD Policy group and AW            
National Platforms focal points. 

● (for the national platforms) drafting the country pages following the structure ‘quote            
+ main changes in 2021 + trends and projections for 2021 and beyond +              
recommendations for the national governments’ (the structure is yet to be           
discussed). 

● Finalise the AidWatch paper and report. The latter will include: the overview chapter             
(4 ‘E’s section, thematic section), the country pages (including for the EU            
institutions), annexes, all related graphs and tables. 

 

Report content and format 

Background 

 



 

As a CONCORD flagship report, AidWatch (AW) monitors the quantity and quality of the EU               
and its Member States ODA annually. The 2021 report will be the opportunity to analyse the                
ODA levels of EU donors in 2020 (4 ‘E’s). With more evidence and data, the report will be                  
better placed to assess the actual impact of COVID-19 on EU ODA in 2020, both in terms of                  
quantity and quality. As part of the “Effective ODA” section (4 ‘E’s), Team Europe approach               
will be audited from a CSOs perspective too.  
 
The 2021 AidWatch represents also an opening to evaluate the final outcome of the EU MFF                
committed to external action, reached at the end of 2020 (thematic chapter). Echoing the              
‘geographisation’ of EU ODA, the analysis could be set per region. In this case, a special                
focus should be paid to the EU-Africa partnership: 2021 will be the year when the successor                
of Cotonou will be ratified and an AU-EU summit will take place. It might be relevant to                 
investigate whether the increasing attention from the EU (Brussels level) to Africa has             
already had an impact on Member States' bilateral aid with that region, whether there has               
been a shift of their development assistance from other regions to Africa.  
 
Through the language of this year’s report, the AidWatch will reflect, challenge or contribute              
to the definition of “the strategic use of ODA”, which many EU stakeholders largely make               
use of these days. It will bring into the picture a PCSD angle which would put into                 
perspective the talks about ODA. 
 
Objectives 
The AidWatch report is both an accountability and an advocacy tool. The report aims to               
keep the EU institutions and national governments accountable on their ODA commitments            
- both in terms of quantity and quality.  
 
From an advocacy perspective, the AidWatch analysis and messages aim to influence            
international cooperation policy at the EU and Member State levels. The report will be              
released at the beginning of fall 2021: this timeline will allow national platforms to carry out                
an informed and effective advocacy vis-à-vis their governments to influence the           
negotiations on national budgets. At the EU level, the report will represent an important              
contribution to make sure that the European Commission, with its Delegations, will get the              
NDICI implementation right. 
 
Format 
We want to keep the report as short as possible. The report will include an overview,                
organised as follows: 

- an introduction (1-2 pages) which places the AW report in the larger picture of              
CONCORD's activities and to build a narrative that links up the various figures of the               
report. 

- 4 ‘E’s section (7-8 pages, including graphs and recommendations): 
- Enough ODA: as usual, this part would focus on the 0.7% ODA/GNI            

commitment. This year, this section will include a conversation about the           
0.7% target and its complications. It will be at least important to point out              
that rising ODA levels due to contracting economies are not in any way             
“progress” towards sufficient financing for development. 

- Employing ODA correctly: we would include some discussions about         
inflated/genuine ODA methodology, but also references to grant equivalent,         

 



 

with some projections on debt relief for selected EU countries (cash flows vs             
grant equivalent). 

- Effective ODA: by the time of the report drafting, Team Europe would turn 1              
year old. This part would therefore include some analysis on how Team            
Europe approach is taking into account the development effectiveness         
principles. This section will include some reflections on the notion of ‘creating            
EU international partnerships’, bringing as a contradictory example migration         
as one of the EC 5 geopolitical priorities. 

- Equality-focused ODA: as usual, this part will take into account data on LDCs,             
gender equality, support to CSOs (both to and through support), but much            
stronger links with the equality research must be made and new data might             
come in (ex. ODA going to cities vs rural areas in partner countries). 

- Thematic section (4 pages including recommendations): focused on the final MFF           
agreement. 

 
The report will also include the individual country pages (which will be prepared by the               
National Platforms). The AidWatch consultant will review all country pages and add more             
references to the country pages in the AW overview chapter, with timely and relevant links               
between trends at the EU and Member States levels. 
 
Methodology 
To give a more accurate picture of donors’ efforts to reduce poverty and inequalities, the               
AidWatch methodology discounts the following items from net ODA flows: 

● spending on students in the donor country; 
● spending on refugees in the donor country; 
● interest repayments on concessional loans, which should instead be considered a           

‘negative’ budget item; 
● debt relief and future interest on cancelled debts; 
● the additional cost of tied aid. 

 
Please see the https://concordeurope.org/2016/01/09/aidwatch-reports/ for examples of       
the previous reports. 
 

Candidate profile 

Successful candidates for this offer will respond as much as possible to the following profile: 
Essential: 

● Experience of quantitative and qualitative data analysis (including use of OECD           
databases preferably). 

● Excellent English writing and editing skills; ability to write about complex issues in an              
engaging way. 

● Excellent knowledge of EU Development Cooperation issues. 
● Very good understanding and knowledge of the aid/development effectiveness         

agenda. 
● Experience of coordinating and managing networks or multiple stakeholders would          

be an advantage. 
Desirable: 

● Experience of working in the NGO environment, with complex multicultural          
networks and under pressure. 

 

https://concordeurope.org/2016/01/09/aidwatch-reports/


 

● Some experience in communication. 
 

Application process 
To apply for this post, please send: 

● your CV outlining your relevant expertise to meet this assignment (1 page max); 
● your proposal on how you will undertake this research, including a suggested            

number of days and their distribution between the different tasks and phases of the              
work and your day rate (2 pages max). 

Please submit this to Riccardo Roba (riccardo.roba@concordeurope.org) and Celia Cranfield          
(celia.cranfield@concordeurope.org) by 28 March at midnight cob.  1

 
For any additional information, don't hesitate to contact Riccardo at his email address             
riccardo.roba@concordeurope.org before the deadline. 

1 The call was launched publicly on CONCORD website on 8 March 2021 (available until 28 March end of the 
day). 
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